
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTRE DAME SEMINARY 
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PH102-B: History of Modern Philosophy 

  
 

Instructor: Fr. Philip Neri Powell, OP, PhD   Semester: Spring 2015 
Email: ppowell@nds.edu     Time: Mon/Wed 9.45-11.10am 
Office Hours: SJ223, Tues 8.00-11.00am   Place: Classroom 4 
Phone: 866-7426, ext. 825 
 
 
I. Course Description: 
 
A general survey of the principal thinkers and movements in the history of western philosophical 
thought from the Pre-Socratics to existential and linguistic philosophers. Seminarians will be assisted in 
grasping pertinent ideas of philosophers and of philosophical schools of thought and in assessing the 
metaphysical, moral, and religious implications of those approaches. Special attention will be paid to 
the foundations of philosophy in Plato and Aristotle, and the various reasons for and consequences of 
the modern turn away from classical philosophical approaches. 
 
II. Course Rationale: 
 
The course will cover the advent and development of modern and contemporary philosophy (Bacon to Foucault) 
with special attention paid to how these developments influenced the rise and triumph of modern empirical 
science. Along with the development of the natural sciences, modern philosophy posed and still poses a number 
of challenges to religious faith. If priest-pastors are going to be able to preach to and teach postmodern Catholics, 
they must understand the philosophical history behind many of the issues that confront the Church and our 
culture-at-large. 
 
III. Envisioned Outcomes: 
 
Seminarians will develop a familiarity with and appreciation for the Western philosophical tradition. 
Seminarians will be familiar with the relevance of philosophy for theological speculation and 
articulation of doctrine; seminarians will improve their analytical abilities and critical evaluative skills 
in order to better understand the hidden philosophical assumptions operative in contemporary discourse. 
They will understand the classical tradition of philosophical inquiry and have a critical appreciation for 
the reasons why modernity has departed from that tradition. 
 
 



IV. Instructional Methods: 
 
The course will consist of lectures, readings, and class discussions.    
 
V. Required Texts: 
 
Thomson, Garrett. Bacon to Kant: An Introduction to Modern Philosophy, 3rd ed. Waveland Press, 
 2012. 

Various handouts of primary texts 
 
VI. Bibliography: 
 
Cambridge Companion to Arabic Philosophy. ed. Adamson, Peter and Taylor, Richard. Cambridge: Cambridge 
 U.P., 2005. 
Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Philosophy. ed. Hankins, James, Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 2007. 
Derrida, Jacques. La vérité en peinture. Paris: Flammarion, 1978. 
Descartes, René.  Discourse on the Method of Rightly Conducting the Reason. (Trans. E. Haldane. Chicago: 
 Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1990). (first publ. 1629) 
Hahn, Scott and Wiker, Benjamin. Politicizing the Bible: The Roots of Historical Criticism and the 
 Secularization of Scripture 1300-1700. Herder & Herder Books, 2013. 
Harrisville, R. and Sundberg, W. The Bible in Modern Culture: Baruch Spinoza to Brevard Childs. Eerdmans, 
 2002. 
Heidegger, Martin. Phenomenological Interpretations with Respect to Aristotle: Indication of the Hermeneutical 
 Relihan, J. C. Boethius, ‘Consolation of Philosophy’, Hackett: Indianapolis, 2001. 
Philippe, Marie-Dominique. Une philosophie de l’être est-elle encore possible? fasc. IV (Néant et Etre: 
 Heidegger et Merleau-Ponty), Paris: Téqui, 1975, p. 7-109. 
Rand, Ayn. Philosophy: Who Needs It. New American Library, 1982. 
Secada, Jorge. Cartesian Metaphysics: The Scholastic Origins of Modern Philosophy. C.U.P., 2000. 
Situation. trans. Michael Baur, in Man and World 25 : pp. 355-93. Kluwer Academic Publishers, Holland, 1992. 
--Sein und Zeit. Vittorio Klostermann, Frankfurt am Main, 1977. 
Spinoza, Theological-Political Treatise, trans. Samuel Shirley. Indianapolis: Hackett, 2001. 
Stern, Karl. The Third Revolution: Psychiatry and Religion. NY: Harcourt, 1954. 
Volpi, Franco. “Being and Time” in Reading Heidegger from the Start: Essays in his Earliest Thought, pp. 194-
 211. 
 
VII. Lecture, Presentations, and Reading Schedule: 
 
Jan 12  Introduction to the Course, what is “modern philosophy”? 
 
Jan 14  Francis Bacon 
 
Jan 19  MLK holiday 
 
Jan 21  Rene Descartes 
   
Jan 26  Rene Descartes 

 
Jan 28  Rene Descartes (guest lecturer) 
    



Feb 2   Thomas Hobbes 
    
Feb 4  Benedict Spinoza 
 
Feb 9  John Locke 
            
Feb 11   Gottfried Leibniz 
    
Feb 16  Mardi Gras 
 
Feb 18  Ash Wednesday 
 
Feb 23  George Berkeley 
 
Feb 25  David Hume 
    
Mar 2  David Hume  
 
Mar 4  David Hume 

 
Mar 9  J-J Rousseau 
 
Mar 11  Immanuel Kant  
  
Mar 16  Immanuel Kant       
 
Mar 18  Immanuel Kant    
 
Mar 23  Immanuel Kant 
 
Mar 25  Ludwig Wittgenstein                  
 
Mar 30  Easter 
 
Apr 1  Easter 
 
Apr 6  Easter 
 
Apr  8  Ludwig Wittgenstein 
 
Apr 13  Analytical philosophy (guest lecturer) 
 
Apr 15  Analytical philosophy (guest lecturer) 
 
Apr 20  Postmoderns: J. Derrida 
 
Apr 22  Postmoderns: M. Foucault 
 
Apr 27  Philosophy of Science 



 
Apr 29  Philosophy of Science 
 
IX. Course Requirements 
 
 a) Read all assigned readings 

b) Participate in class and maintain good attendance record 
c) Prepare and deliver class presentations 
d) Study the notes from the class lectures for exams 
 

X. Important Dates 
 
 Midterm – March 12 
 Final Exam– April 30 
 Presentation—date varies 
 
All dates are subject to change if circumstances warrant them. 
 
XI. Evaluation Criteria 
 
Each element of the course – 2 exams, presentation, and participation – will be scored on a scale of 1-
10. The average of these scores will be your semester grade. See grade point chart below. 
 
XII. Attendance Policy 
 
Notre Dame Seminary observes the following policy regarding class attendance: Regular class 
attendance is expected and required of all students who intend to receive credit for course work in the 
graduate school. Inevitably, extraordinary circumstances will arise that make class attendance 
impossible on occasion; therefore, a formula for determining regular attendance has been established as 
policy for the convenience of both seminarians and instructors. A student is permitted to be absent from 
class no more than twice the number of times the class meets per week. (You are considered absent if 
you are not present when attendance is taken). Thus, if a student is absent for seven classes from a 
course that meets three times a week, the student is in violation of school policy in this regard. The 
normal penalty for such a violation is the grade FA (failure due to absence). 
 
The number of absences includes those due to illness, late registration, or any other cause. Absence 
from class immediately before or after holidays and free weekends is considered a double cut. Only the 
Academic Dean may waive penalties for absence. In absences due to illness, you must inform the 
instructor and your formation advisor prior to the class. 
 
XIII. Academic Integrity 

 
Seminarians of Notre Dame Seminary are required to commit themselves to responsible scholarship in 
every aspect of priestly formation, including academics. It is expected that every seminarian works and 
studies to the best of his ability for every course. 
 
Seminarians also accept responsibilities and obligations as students, which include commitments to 
honesty, disciplined study, and integrity in their academic work. They will be expected to respect 



academic scholarship by giving proper credit to other people’s work, while at the same time preparing 
well for assigned materials and examinations in such a way that their academic integrity will never be 
questioned.   
 
Those needing assistance with writing papers, or who would like tutoring, should contact the Academic 
Resource Center (ARC) for assistance. All students are encouraged to seek the direct assistance of their 
instructor whenever any questions arise regarding assignments, grading, course expectations, etc.   
 
XIV. Disability Accommodation Policy 
 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Notre Dame Seminary provides disability 
accommodations for students with identified and/or diagnosed disabilities. Students with disabilities 
need not inform their instructors about the nature of their disabilities, but they are responsible for 
contacting and providing appropriate documentation to the Academic Resources Center. Requests for 
accommodations must be made each semester for which the student wishes to receive service; the 
Academic Resources Center will then distribute a letter of accommodation to the faculty. It is the 
student’s responsibility to meet with each faculty member to discuss how his/her accommodation(s) 
may be met within each course. Notre Dame Seminary will attempt to meet reasonable 
accommodations requested. A reasonable accommodation is a modification to a non-essential aspect of 
a course, program, or facility which does not pose an undue burden and which enables a qualified 
student with a disability to have adequate opportunity to participate and to demonstrate his or her 
ability. Such accommodations are determined on an individual basis depending upon the nature and 
extent of the disability. For more information, contact the Academic Dean’s Office. 
 

XV. Extension Policy 
 
Instructors are never obligated to grant a student’s request for a due-date extension on a paper/project if 
they judge the request to be without sufficient merit or not in keeping with the fair requirements 
articulated in the course syllabus. 
 
XVI. Audit Policy 
 
For academic course audits at Notre Dame Seminary, the amount of work required of seminarians will 
be decided on a case by case basis by the instructor, the Academic Dean and the seminarian’s 
Formation Advisor. 
 
XVII. Probation and Grading Policy 
 
Passing grades for seminarians are A, B and C. A seminarian is put on academic probation for the 
following: 
 
A seminarian who obtains a D+ or lower in any course is automatically placed on probationary status 
and must repeat the course in order to get credit for the course. Seminarians will be allowed to repeat a 
course only once and the course must be repeated at NDS. Seminarian status is then subject to review 
by the Dean. 

 



A seminarian whose semester grade point average (GPA) in coursework is below a 2.30 at any time is 
placed on academic probation.  Two or more consecutive semesters may subject the seminarian to be 
dismissed from academic formation at Notre Dame Seminary.  To be removed from probationary 
status, the seminarian must complete a semester with a GPA of 2.30 or higher.    

 
After each semester, the seminarian’s Bishop will receive a copy of his transcript and a review of the 
seminarians’ status. 
 
If a seminarian fails to meet the passing grade point average requirement then he forfeits his eligibility 
for financial aid under Title IV Federal Regulations. 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Number 

Quality 
Points 

Grade 
Scale 

A 4.00 100 – 94 

A- 3.70 93 – 90 

B+ 3.30 89 – 88 

B 3.00 87 – 84 

B- 2.70 83 – 80 

C+ 2.30 79 – 78 

C 2.00 77 – 74 

C- 1.70 73 – 70 

D+ 1.30 69 – 68 

D 1.00 67 – 64 

D- .70 63 – 60 

F 0.00 59 – 0 

 
See Academic Catalog for Grading Guidelines Policy Narrative. 
 
XVIII. Syllabus Contract 
 
This syllabus obliges the student to adhere to all policy requirements and to fulfill all academic 
expectations herein stated; it also entitles the student to a reasonable opportunity to learn the material 
specified in the course description in order to accomplish for himself the educational goals of the 
course. In order to optimize the learning process the course instructor reserves the right to make 
reasonable adjustments to the syllabus requirements during the semester, in response to unforeseen 
developments or circumstances. All adjustments made must be communicated clearly to students. 
 
 


